Course Signature Assignment

Unit Plan

Learning Cycle/Writing Cycle Model

GEMS Unit: On Sandy Shores
Unit/Lesson Plan Title:  “Beach Exploration”

Grade: Kindergarten  

OVERVIEW: 

In the before lesson, the teacher shows the students a globe of the world and talks about the amount of land and water on the Earth.  The teacher tells the students that where the land meets the ocean, it is called a beach.  The teacher shows a video and pictures about the beach.  The purpose of this lesson is to familiarize students with the beach and what they might find there.

During this lesson, students will get a chance explore the beach in their classroom. Through this hands-on exploration, students will discover that the beach is full of a variety of items that have been washed up on the sandy shores or left by animals or human visitors.  Students will be able to classify these items as either evidence of humans, plants, or non-living materials.

In the after lesson, the students are given the opportunity to become junior authors and write a mini book about their personal experiences at the beach, as well as what they learned in class.  The students have the option of making up a title for their books or using the title My Beach Book.  Students are encouraged to draw detailed pictures of their experiences.  After completing the mini books, students have the opportunity to share their books with the class.  The mini books will then be placed in the classroom library for student enjoyment.  

STATE CONTENT STANDARDS – KINDERGARTEN
STANDARDS:

SCIENCE:

Investigation and Experimentation 
4. Scientific progress is made by asking meaningful questions and conducting careful investigations.  As a basis for understanding this concept and addressing the content in the other three stands, students should develop their own questions and perform investigations.  Students will: 

b. Describe the properties of common objects.

LANGUAGE ARTS:

WRITING

1.0 Writing Strategies 

Students write words and brief sentences that are legible. 

Penmanship

1.4 Write uppercase and lowercase letters of the alphabet independently, attending to the form and proper spacing of the letters.

PURPOSE:

To demonstrate a process where by the major language skills (speaking, writing, reading, and listening) and the thinking processes (observing, communicating, comparing, organizing, relating, inferring, and applying) are integrated into the disciplines of literature, science, mathematics, and/or history-social studies i.e., to promote literacy through literature, science mathematics and/or history-social studies.

MATERIALS:

· 1 short book about the beach

· 1 plastic tub, bucket, or gallon size plastic bag for every 2 students

· paper with template for graph, 1 for each student

· crayons

· pencils

· enough beach sand to fill up to 2” sand in each tub, bucket, or bag

· evidence of plants for each bucket (driftwood, twigs, leaves, seaweed, etc.)

· evidence of animals for each bucket (shells, feathers)

· evidence of humans for each bucket (cans, bottles, six pack rings, wrappers, etc.)

MOTIVATION:

Inquiry based activities are self-motivating, self- regulating, and provide natural experiences upon which language and thinking are based.  These types of activities allow students to explore with materials that require concepts and ways to think; to extract meaning from experience.  They take the student from concrete levels of thinking to abstract thought

LEARNING CYCLE

EXPLORATION PHASE:

Ask students if they have ever been to the beach.  Ask a few volunteers to share what they saw or remember about the beach. Read a short story about the beach to the students.  Tell students they will now have the chance to explore their own beach in the classroom.  Have students get in groups of two.  Give each group a tub filled with sand and beach materials mentioned above.

Prompt:  

Look through the sand.  

What kind of things are you finding in the sand?

Describe to your partner what you have found.

How does it feel?

What color is it?

Where do you think it came from?

Answers are to be given in complete sentences. 

Have the students remove all items (except the sand) from the tub.  Tell students to sort them.  While they are sorting the items ask them the following questions:

How did you sort your items?

Can you sort them another way?

Why did you sort the items that way?

CONCEPT FORMATION PHASE:

After some time for sorting, gain the classes attention and ask the following questions:

· What materials did you find?

· After you took the materials out of the sand, what did you do with them?

· How did you sort them?

Answers are to be given in complete sentences. Answers are written on board with the name of the child who gave the answer next to it.  Pictures should also be included.

APPLICATION PHASE:

Ask students if they have any questions.  Explain to them that the items come from humans, animals, or plants.  Tell students that another way they can sort the items is by putting them in groups of where they came from i.e. plants, animals, or humans.  Either have students create their own template or pass out paper with template.  Template should have three columns with animals, plants, and humans as the headings. Students are instructed to draw each item they found under the correct column and write the name of some of the items.  After some time, gather students’ attention and ask the following questions;

· What materials did we use today?

· What did you do with the materials?

· What do you think about some of the items that you found?

· How did you feel while exploring the beach?

Answers are to be given in complete sentences.  Answers will be written on board.  Names of the students who give answers will be written next to their sentence.

ALTERNATE AND SUPPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES:

Early finishers can start “shell sorting” activity.  Students will get a plastic container filled with different shells.  Students can then sort the shells by color, size, shape, etc. 

 If able, teacher can take students on a field trip a local beach to further enhance their understanding of the sandy shores.  Teacher can also encourage students to take a family trip to the beach where they can explore its offerings on their own.

EVALUATION:

- Writing prompt: Expository Domain
- Write a letter to a friend describing the objects that you found during our experiment today.

