	Lesson Plan 



	
	Subject: Social Science
	Grade: 3
	

	Standard(s): 3.2 Students describes the American Indian nations in their local region long ago and in the recent past.
1.  Describe national identities, religious beliefs, customs, and various folklore traditions.
	Single /Multi-Day Lesson:

Single Day

	I. DESCRIPITION OF CONTENT & CONTENT TYPE (Face, Procedure, Concept, or Principle):

Students would learn the religious beliefs and customs of the Navajo Indians.
II. LEARNING OUTCOME (Objectives): 

At the end of the lesson, students will be able understand the lifestyles, as well as the traditions of the Navajo Indians.
III. CURRICULUM CONNECTION (How This Lesson Fits Into Unit Plan):

This lesson fits into the unit because it is a part of the Unit 2, The Land and the First Americans.  Previously, the students learned about the Gabrielle Indians.  In this unit, they will learn about the traditions and beliefs of the Navajo Indians.  In the next lesson, the students will learn about the earlier settlers who settled the land.

	IV. INSTRUCTION

A. ENGAGEMENT (Motivational Activity):

The teacher will introduce some key terms in the unit before the students read the selection.  The teacher will provide the students with the correct definition of each word.  The students will have the opportunity to use the key term in their own words.
B. INSTURCTIONAL SEQUENCE (Teaching Methodology with Student Activities):

Step #1 

After reviewing the key terms, the students are asked to read aloud the lesson in their Social Studies textbooks.  The students will have the opportunity to “popcorn read.”
Step #2
      After reading the lesson, the teacher will have a class discussion about the topic.  The teacher   

      will ask the students: 

1. What is a chant?
2. What is a sand painting and why is it important to the Navajo Indians?

Step #3
Students will have the opportunity to work on their own sand painting.  The teacher will provide a variety of colored sand.  The students have the opportunity to choose 2 colors for their painting.  The students are asked to pretend that they are Navajo Indians and make a painting about in nature.  
      APPLICATION ACTIVITY (Practice and/or Reflection):
      The students will have the opportunity to write a letter to their friend, telling the friend about customs and traditions of the Navajo Indians.
C. MATERIAL & RESOURCES:

-Social Studies textbook
-Variety of different color sand
-Construction paper
-Glue
-Vocabulary/key words on strips

	V.  ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES (Methods for Obtaining Evidence of Learning):
    At the end of the unit, students will be given an assessment to determine whether or not they have learned and understood the lifestyles, customs, and beliefs of the Navajo Indians.

	VI.  ACCOMMODATIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL LEARNERS (Content, Instruction, Practice)

Students who are non-fluent English speakers will have the opportunity for additional practice with an individual.  They will have the opportunity to work one-on-one with the teacher or volunteer in the classroom.

	VII. HOMEWORK (If Appropriate):

     Students will reread the selection in the textbook to have a better understanding of the lifestyles, customs, and beliefs of the Navajo Indians.  



